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It required a war of secession to bind the
states together, and a genuine federal union
was established in 1848. As amended in
1878, that Constitution is still the fundamental
law of the Swiss state.
The Swiss National Government has only
those powers that have been specially con-
ferred upon it by the Constitution. It is
expressly laid down that the Cantons are
sovereign and retain all sovereign authority
which they have not delegated to the Federal
Government. The states possess equal rights,
unlike the states of Germany. The division
of powers follows the principle of legislative
centralisation with administrative decentralisa-
tion ; that is to say, that while the area reserved
for federal legislation is much wider than that
for state legislation, the federal laws are ad-
ministered through the Cantonal agency. The
federal legislature deals with the regulation of
religious bodies, prevention of epidemics, and
even such minor details as game laws. On
the other hand, the functions of the Federal
executive are limited: they are practically con-
fined to foreign affairs, customs administration,
posts and telegraphs, alcohol monopoly and
social insurance. But the confederation has